Wallace Memorial

Presbyterian Church

Holiday Greetings

Thanksgiving is just
around the corner . . . for
what gifts do you thank God? Our SeSS|on
Board of Deacons and Leadership Team
wish for each and every one of you a
blessed and wonderful Thanksgiving!

Angel Tree Project

The Deacons will be sponsoring the an-
nual “Angel Tree Project” beginning No-
vember 14, 2010. The Angels will be dis-
played in the Transept area. Members
can choose their “Angel” to purchase gifts
for either a child from the list of names
given to us by the Allegheny County De-
partment of Human Services, or for a
Marian Manor resident. The names will
be provided with possible gift sugges-
tions. A limit of $25 is suggested to pur-
chase these gifts. Your kind generosity
has made this a very popular way to
share the love of the Wallace members
with those who are in need. All of these
children are considered severe in their
level of need. Your gift may be the only
one they receive. The Department of Hu-
man Services has requested that we DO
NOT wrap their gifts. They would like the
parents or caregivers of these children to
be able to wrap them. If you would like to
donate wrapping paper, they would
greatly appreciate it. Marian Manor would
like for their gifts to be wrapped. The
deadline for bringing gifts to be distributed
is Wednesday, December 01, 2010.
Please contact Dee Paras @ 412-276-
0679 if you have any questions.

Membership Classes

The Church Growth Committee is pre-
senting an opportunity to learn more
about Wallace Memorial Church for any-
one who has visited and desires to know
about the church. A series of Inquirers’
classes will be held at 9:30 a.m. for three
weeks, from Sunday, November 7" to
the 21% in the Lounge. Taught by Roy
and Joan Humphrey, the sessions will
deal with what it means to be a Presbyte-
rian, and how Wallace Church can help
guide you in your faith journey. We hope
that all visitors and anyone considering
membership will plan to attend these
three classes, and ultimately, partici-
pants may then choose to unite with our
congregation as a member on November
21, 2010.

Please call Peg Anderson at (412)341-
2109 to sign up for the classes or if you
have questions.

Fall Leaf Raking

There’s a reason they call it Fall - and it
can be seen in the piles of leaves that
are gathering in our yards! As Winter
draws near, it’s time for that final Fall
year clean-up. Wallace Youth are once
again offering their leaf raking services
for members who need assistance.
We’ll be heading out Sunday, November
21, 2010, beginning at 8:00 a.m. If you
would like us to rake your yard, please
contact the Church Office at 412-561-
2431. Happy Fall!

“Cultivating a Nurturing Community which extends Christ’s Peace to All”

November 2010




The Blessing of Presence

Throughout the month of October we celebrated 80 years of ministry and mission for the Kingdom of Je-
sus Christ. In actuality though, that ministry has been unfolding for many years prior to the founding of Wallace
Memorial Presbyterian Church. In my exploration of the archives | also discovered how the Board of American
Missions purchased the property for our church facilities for $4,000 in November of 1928. The Board of Ameri-
can Missions then donated $10,000 and loaned $6,000 to enable the construction of the original sanctuary build-
ing for $25,000. The monies came from a fund established by the sale of the Eighth Presbyterian Church in
Pittsburgh in 1924 where the Dr. James M. Wallace was the beloved pastor for thirty-three years. This estab-
lished a presence for the church building as a mission station for ministry and mission in the Green Tree area.
However, the presence of a building does not assure the presence of God.

During the month of November we will consider how we provide a presence for God in the communities
we extend ourselves to as a provisional representation of the Body of Christ. | say provisional because we live
our lives in temporary housing. “We have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that this all-surpassing power
comes from God and not from us. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Je-
sus may also be revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’
sake, so that the life of Jesus may be revealed in our mortal body.” (2 Corinthians 4:7, 10-11) We need the
presence of the Lord with us in order to carry that presence into the world in His name. Hence, during the month
of November we will be exploring and celebrating how we are “blessed to be a blessing.”

In a variety of ways we will practice the presence of God and what benefit that brings us and to others
through us. Brother Lawrence, a spiritual formation writer, was a humble cook who discovered the greatest se-
cret of living in the Kingdom of God here on earth was the art of “practicing the presence of God in one single act
that does not end.” He learned that all the things we do in our daily routines, every activity, could enable us to
experience communion with the Lord. We can do that by cultivating a deep presence of God in our souls and
allowing God to reveal His blessed presence and make us a blessing for His Kingdom. In his writings, Brother
Lawrence points out four blessings the soul receives to enable that presence to fill us and be manifest through
us. The first blessing the soul receives from the practice of the presence of God is that its faith is livelier and
more active everywhere in our lives. The soul receives this blessing by entering the presence of God and we
most often experience that through our worship practices and other spiritual disciplines like prayer and scripture
reading. The second blessing we receive is the strength of hope that emerges in our lives. Our hope increases
and grows stronger as our faith explores the power of God’s presence in all things, especially as we experience
it through difficult times. Is it any wonder people tend to drift away from the church when all is well and are com-
pelled to “get to church” when something “goes wrong” in the world or in their personal life? The third blessing
for the soul is the glow of the fire of holy love. When we discover the soul is always with God, there is a sacred
ardor and desire that emerges in our soul to seek God, Who is love! The fourth blessing of practicing the pres-
ence of God is that of becoming familiar with God and the multitude of ways we can experience His presence in
our doing. Our lives become vessels that express love, praise, confidence, thanksgiving, offering, and interces-
sion unto God. We truly become blessed to be a blessing.

We will develop this sense of presence in a variety of ways and several opportunities will be presented to
everyone to practice presence to experience the blessing. It begins by surrendering over to the possibilities. Do
you want to experience the blessing? Do you want to be blessed to be a blessing to others? Do you want your
soul to become afire with the presence of God? Enter His presence this month through not only being in worship
every Sunday leading up to Thanksgiving, but anticipate the presence that you can carry into the Advent and
Christmas Season this year. We can discuss this “blessing” idea at a new opportunity to have Coffee and Con-
versation with the Pastor every Tuesday morning in November beginning November 9", at 9:00 a.m. in the new
Lounge area. Come by to chat about what is happening in your life, the world, and how we can share the pres-
ence with each other. You never know, perhaps some prayer may break out or a Bible may get opened up.
Let’s practice the presence by being present to each other and discover the benefits that can fill our soul to over-
flowing making Wallace a place where Christ is spoken, broken, poured out, and more to the glory of God. See
you around the Kingdom this month.

Peace, Pastor Dennis Molnar



November 2010
"Blessed to Be A Blessing"”

November 7" Focus: Blessed to Be A Blessing / Being Blessed
Contemplative Service @ 8:30 a.m.
Sacrament of Communion
Scripture Reflection: Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12
Spiritual Discipline:  “The Strength of Gratitude”
Scripture Lesson:  Genesis 12: 1-9
Morning Message: "The Blessing Received”
Morning Worship @ 11:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Communion
Scripture Reflection: Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12

First Lesson: The ABC'’s of Scripture - G
Scripture Lesson: Genesis 12: 1-9
Sermon: "The Promised Blessing"

November 14" Focus: The Hand of Stewardship: Relationship / Blessing Others
Contemplative Service @ 8:30 a.m.
Sacrament of Communion
Scripture Reflection: Leviticus 26: 1-13
Spiritual Discipline:  “Setting a Portion Aside”
Scripture Lesson: 2 Corinthians 9: 6-14
Morning Message: "The Indescribable Gift"
Morning Worship @ 11:00 a.m.
Scripture Reflection: Leviticus 26: 1-13

First Lesson: The ABC'’s of Scripture - H

Scripture Lesson: 2 Corinthians 9: 6-14

Sermon: "The Indescribable Gift"
November 21° Focus: Blessing the Nations

Contemplative Service @ 8:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Communion

Scripture Reflection: Genesis 17: 14

Spiritual Discipline:  “An Offering of Self”
Scripture Lesson: 2 Corinthians 8: 1-15
Morning Message:  “A Word From Our Sponsor”
Morning Worship @ 11:00 a.m.

Scripture Reflection: Genesis 17: 14

First Lesson: The ABC'’s of Scripture - |
Scripture Lesson: 2 Corinthians 8: 1-15
Sermon: ‘A Word From Our Sponsor”

November 28th First Sunday of Advent
Theme for Advent: “The Signs of Christmas”
Men’s and Women’s Choruses will sing at both services.
Sermon: “Hope Has a Name”

Join us as we look for signs of Christmas around us throughout the Advent and Christmas
Season. Each week members of the Confirmation Class will light the Advent Candles and a
variety of special music will be offered at both services.



Christian Education/Spiritual Formation

Vatican Splendors: A Journey through Faith & Art. Join a group from WMPC for this Scripture & the Arts Field Trip to
tour the exhibit at the Heinz Museum (one of only three venues in the USA!) We will meet Wednesday, November 17, at
9:30 AM at the church, then travel together to the Strip District. Of course, we will include lunch after viewing the exhibit.

We will probably return about 3 PM. Please RSVP to Ellen Heriger at 412.561.2431 X12 or eheriger@wallacememorial.
org. Admission is $20.

Family Advent Breakfast: Sunday, November 21, 9:30-10:40 in Fellowship Hall. Families and their children (pre-K-6th
grade, younger siblings are also welcome) join us for a simple breakfast then travel from station to station to experience
ways for families to honor the Advent Season. No reservations needed. There will be no regular class that morning for Pre-
K through 6" grade.

Scripture & the Arts: Exhibit: The planning team for this spring 2011 event is up and running. If you would like to be part
of it, please contact Ellen Heriger (412.561.2431 X12 or eheriger@wallacememorial.org)

Henri Nouwen Jesus A Gospel has been donated to room 206. This book pairs some of Nouwen'’s reflections with Rem-
brandt sketches. You are welcome to borrow this book or any of the other reference books in this room—just sign the form
on the clipboard on top of the bookcases.

Education Hour, Sundays 9:30-10:40 AM:
e Round Table “Head, Heart and Hands” Pastor Dennis Molnar Fellowship Hall
Engaging the head (read the scripture), to feed the heart (absorb it’s teachings) in order to act
(on it’s teachings) as a disciple of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. No class Nov 21
e Chapel Chat Chapel, this class ends at 10:10

Nov. 7 “‘How Should Christians Vote?”

Nov 14 “Segue to the Sermon”

Nov 21 “Segue to the Sermon”

Nov 28 “Pausing on the Road to Bethlehem”

e Bible Focus 206 Arlene Crissman & Sielke Caparelli
In-depth Bible study focusing on John

e Connections Conference Room the Wherrys and the Tarbis
Comparative Religions

Nov. 7 “Scientology”

Nov. 14 “‘Jehovah’s Witness”

Nov. 21 probably no class due to Family Advent Breakfast
Nov. 28 “‘Held in God’s Grace: Advent Study”

Youth (7"-12" grade) Youth Zone Betsy Martinelli & Dawn Hicken
5"_6™ grade 208 Jan Schroeder & Jennifer Tancraitor

3th-4"™ grade 202 Lynne Wallis

Kids’ Class: Primary PreK-2" grade 201 Leadership Team

Dates to remember:
e Nov 8 (Monday): 11 AM Christian Education/Spiritual Formation Committee meeting. Confer-
ence Room
e Nov 11(Thursday) 7 PM Book Club Conference Room
e Nov. 4, 11 & 18 (Thursdays) 7 PM Confirmation Class



Wallace Youth Group - NOVEMBER 2010

This year, the youth are Making Connections with others as we visit each other’s homes and learn more about our
group and other people. Meanwhile, the topics we examine this year will be all about relationships and making
healthy connections with others.

Game Night
Sunday, November 7 from 4:00-6:00pm
Who doesn't like a little competition?
This evening will consist of games, food, fun, friends and prizes. Good times!

Connecting with Kyle and Calvin
Sunday, November 14 from 4:00-6:00pm
Youth will meet in the Youth Zone and travel together to the Hicken place.
Kyle and Calvin will host us in an evening all about them! Games and more!

Raking Leaves
Sunday, November 21 from 8:00am to 12:00pm Meet in the Youth Zone
Come early to work hard and have fun while serving congregation members in our annual mission to prep yards for the winter.

Sunday, November 28 — No Youth Group

Looking Ahead to December
Sunday, December 5 from 4:00-6:00pm - Connecting with Jesus
Friday, December 10 at 7:00 pm to Saturday, December 11 at 11:00am - Go Out and Lock
Sunday, December 19 — No Youth Group
Sunday, December 26 — No Youth Group — Merry Christmas - He is Born!!!

For more info and updates, visit http://www.wallacememorial.org/youth.aspx or on Facebook at WMPY - Wallace Memorial
Presbyterian Youth. To RSVP or for questions, contact Wil Forrest at wforrest@wallacememorial.org or 412-260-2554.
Friends are always welcome!

Worship. Education. Fellowship. Mission. Stewardship.

Young Adult Fellowship
With “Different Perspectives,” our group headed out in October to worship with the diverse group at the Eighth Avenue

Place. This month, we will continue seeking to gain a broader and deeper understanding of how all God’s people approach

the Divine. We will spend some time with our brothers and sisters of various faith traditions and seeking to understand their
practices and beliefs.

Our numbers are growing...isn’t it time that you come join us?

Different Perspectives

Celebration of Christmas
Friday, December 3 at 6:30 pm, Meet at the church at 6 pm
We will have a very Pittsburgh Christmas with potential visits to the International Classrooms at the Cathedral of Learning
and/or a Christmas flower display viewing at Phipps.
Hot chocolate and fellowship included.

Interested? Want to RSVP? Have questions?
Contact Wil Forrest - wforrest@wallacememorial.org or 412-260-2554

Let’s share in Christian fellowship serving and enjoying God together.



OUR FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF LIQUID JUSTICE

It has been over one year that we as a congregation have switched our simple love of coffee to a ges-
ture of a loving neighbor. Your Mission Committee and the Deacons offer this delicious opportunity to
keep families together on their own land, to practice economic justice and to enjoy an excellent cup of
coffee. The Café Justo Project is a faith-based initiative that addresses the root cause of migration —
economics.

How does it work?

This Project is a cooperative consolidating all the functions of coffee growing together and keeping all
related revenue in Mexico. Going beyond all other trade models, this is Fair Trade PLUS which is the
first of its kind, paying farmers a greater amount of the fair price per pound, paying cooperative mem-
bers health and retirement benefits, sharing profits investing them in community development programs
and creating other jobs outside the agriculture sector through trickle-up economics. Just Coffee (or
Café Justo in Spanish) is delicious all-natural, certified organic estate-grown coffee that is roasted to
order.

What are the benefits?

The financial benefits of Café Justo are significant when compared to Fair Trade coffee or local pur-
chases. For this reason, we are able to see the impact this business has on migration. The value of this
business to residents in the area of Salvador Urbina, Mexico, is clear. Our coffee purchases are hav-
ing a direct and dramatic effect on this community. The cooperative members and community are put-
ting aside their differences to provide an excellent, chemical-free, environmentally-friendly product and
business that focuses on Just relationships!

How do | order?

Visit http://www.justcoffee.org/ to order online or see Marilyn in our office to join your order with others
at Wallace and share the shipping cost. We invite you to engage in economic justice with each sip you
take at Wallace.

To learn more about migration, a Christian response to migration, economic justice and/or Café Justo,
please visit http://www.justcoffee.org/ or see one of your Mission Committee members.

The difference
1S in
the roasting




The Tapestry

Creator and creation are one and the same. Weaver and Weaving are inextricably en-
meshed. They are interchangeable. The Creator/Weaver creates and weaves every-
thing into the fabric of the Weaver’s self. Call it God, or Life, or Love, or Spirit, or Cos-
mos, or Eternity, or all of the above. It is One; it encompasses Everyone and Every-
thing. We are all a part of it, woven into it—everything human being, every living crea-
ture, every plant, every rock, every mountain, sea, ice-cap, and desert. The Tapestry is
alive and life-giving and it is beautiful.
True, there are places where the Tapestry is flawed. Large sections are marred by war,
genocide, slavery, poverty, rampant disease, hatred, prejudice, anger and fear. Less
noticeable flaws of self-interest, jealously, greed, lack of caring, lack of compassion—
no matter how small—still mar the beauty and integrity of the whole. The mind/spirit of
the Weaver does not dwell on fault, guilt, judgment, punishment, or even reward. The
Weaving yearns only for healing and wholeness of the fabric; for strengthening of the
fibers, integration of their individual beauty into the glory of the whole Tapestry.
Each single fiber is vital to the Tapestry, each having its own color and texture, its own
position and purpose; each is necessary to the whole. Throughout time, some threads
have been more visible, for good or ill, and have had a greater effect on the image the
Tapestry displays. Fibers that are less noticeable, for good or ill, nevertheless have
their own effect on the beauty, strength and integrity of the Tapestry. As the weaving
process continues, threads may become knotted or frayed or twisted. Then the Weaver
reweaves a section to restore its strength and beauty. The Weaving works to heal it-
self, seeking only wholeness and renewal.
No single thread or fiber can discern or imagine the vastness or beauty or complexity
of the Weaving, yet all the threads are connected. Each fiber affects every other fiber it
touches, and all of those fibers affect the other fibers they touch—those beside them,
those they cross, those above or beneath. Each thread has its weaknesses where it
must be supported by others; each also has its strengths which add to the texture of
the fabric.
When one goes through that experience we call physical death, that one is not re-
moved from the Weaving. Rather, there is a healing of former flaws and absorption into
the fabric of the Tapestry, adding to its foundation structure, color and texture. As new
threads are woven in, around and over the basic fabric, the old threads are less visible,
but no less a part of the Weaving. The older threads still show through in places and
become a more subtle part of the image. They still serve to support the living, growing
Tapestry.
In the physical world, that which dies decays, disintegrates, and is absorbed into the
earth, its elements soon to be transformed into new forms of life. In the spiritual realm,
in similar—but not identical—fashion, there is a transformation from one kind of life to
another. That which has gone through transformation supports that which has not yet
been transformed. My perception of God, then, is not of One at a distance, watching
over us, but One beneath, who upholds us, along with the whole of creation, and is the
foundation of all that is. Although | do not understand how this has come about, the
truth that is most significant in my life is this:
| am woven into God—and so into everything else in all creation—we are all con-
nected; we are all of one fabric. No matter what happens to me, or what | do, | am
woven into God.

Betty Eichler



Dear Friends,

The 80™ Anniversary celebrated in October was a great time for everyone. There were lots of interesting stories. The cov-
ered dish dinner was great and Ann Labounsky’s organ concert was really exciting. Have you been in the old lounge since
it was remodeled? WOW! It looks like a great café. Maybe they will serve some cheese there for me. | bet lots of people
will want to use it. Good thing Marilyn can schedule the room’s usage.

As I'm writing this, the catered lunch had not yet taken place. | know it will be a fun event.

It's time now is to get ready for Veteran’s Day and Thanksgiving. Granddad thinks there will be a dinner for the veterans. |
know they like that, from hearing their comments from other dinners. Are you going to have turkey for Thanksgiving? |
know we will. It’s nice to have a special day to give thanks, but we should be doing that all the time. Every day there are
many opportunities to say ‘Thanks.” | like to thank God whenever | can. When I'm outside on a lovely sunny day and every-
thing looks so great, | say a little prayer. | think that God likes to know we like what he’s done.

Advent is coming and we will be getting ready for Christmas, which is one of my favorite times of the year.

Hope to see you soon.

Love, Wally IlI
High Nooners {Senior Citizens} @

Wednesday, November 17, 2010
White elephant bingo in Fellowship Hall @ 12:00 noon

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 I
Christmas Luncheon Party @ Scoglio’s in Foster Plaza
Program: “Christmas Bells Are Ringing” |

Tower Light — Cost Cutting Progress

In September, we asked our readers to help reduce the Tower Light production costs by receiving their Tower Light from
the Wallace website rather than through the mail. We are happy to report that over 60 households have signed up so far.
Thanks for your support!

If you missed out on our initial offer, here’s how it works. You will be notified by email when a new edition is available. By
clicking on the link in the email, you will be directed to the church’s website. You can view the Tower Light then or print it
and read at your leisure. As a bonus, you will receive the Wallace news about a week earlier and know that you saved
your church the cost of paper, printing, and mailing your issue.

Did you know that at any time you can go directly to the Wallace website (www.wallacememorial.org) and view the current
issue of the Tower Light as well as prior editions? These are found in the lower left-hand corner of the web site’s main
screen.

If you have not already signed up to “go electronic”, please complete the form below and return it to the church office.

Tower Light and Weekly Communications Emails:

| want to help cut costs. Please drop me from the Tower Light mailing list and notify me via email when the next
issue is available on the web site. Also add me to the weekly communications email list.

Name: Phone:

Email Address:




All Veterans and Their Families

In honor of Veterans’ Day, a special recognition of all veterans and current military personnel will
take place during both worship services on Sunday, November 07, 2010.

To help us prepare a list of veterans and those currently serving in the military service,
please complete the form below and mail it into the Church Office, or contact the Office by
phone @ 412-561-2431.

All information is needed by Tuesday, November 02, 2010.

Name

Phone Number

Branch of Service

Rank

Dates of Service

List the areas in which you served:

Status: Active Reserve Retired Deceased
| will be attending: 8:30 a.m. Service 11:00 am. Service
Veterans’ Dinner

Please join us on Sunday, November 07, 2010 @ 5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall as we honor the men
and women who are currently serving or have served in any branch of military service for our nation.
Everyone is invited, including neighbors and friends, as we recognize the sacrifices made for our free-
doms. Please return the reservation form below by Tuesday, November 02, 2010, or contact the
Church Office @ 412-561-2431. Following the dinner, we will recognize the veterans and their families
connected to our congregation and neighbors.

We will attend the Veterans’ Dinner on November 07, 2010.

Name

No. of Reservations
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Memorial contributions have been given in memory of:

Susan Sullivan Conboy
Howard T. Dunn
Wilma A. Kostors

A contribution has been given in honor of:

Charlotte Collman

November Birthdays - The Best to You!

Sandra Caruso 13 Pamela Frost 20 Ruth Boyle
Lindsey Peirson Michael Kregiel Mary Ford
Earlene Stealey Donald Walter Jeffrey Kerr
Ruth Mitry 14 William Bell 21 Ben Cunningham
Judith Patterson Roberta Cejka Natalie Goldman
Karen Slifko Fred Nolte, Jr. Robert Harris
Kailey Fraer 15 Boyd Alspach David Lewis
Mary Herbel Maggie Dugan 22 Ryan Eisenbeis
Elva Schwartzmiller Betty Weightman Evelyn Harper
Tara McGuire 16 Susan Conforti 23 Grier Kuehn
Stephen Stone Mary Peterson Elizabeth Poe
Robert Goldman 17 Allison Tranter Matthew Slifko
Peggy Kuehn 18 Alyssa Keefer 26 Jack Anderson
Richard Vapner Adam Lindsay
19 Douglass McCracken

LaVerne Scott
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