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Circle of Hope 
Congregational Breakfast 

for ALL-adults, youth and children of WMPC 
 

Sunday, November 30 
9:30 Fellowship Hall 

 
Everyone, please bring:  

A pair of mittens or gloves in YOUR size  
to Share the Warmth 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Embrace the HOPE of the Advent Season with your congregational family 

through:  
scripture, song and ritual; make a Chrismon Candle of Hope for your family. 

 

Continental Breakfast 
~ no reservations required ~ 

 

So that all may attend: 
no Sunday School for children, youth or adults. 

 
 

Christmas  Greetings 
 

The Wallace Leadership Team, the Session, and the Board of Deacons extend 
our warmest greetings to our church family, and wish one and all a blessed and 
meaningful Advent and Christmas Season.  We look forward to 2009 as we work 
together in the name of Him Whose birth we celebrate. 



The Focus of Christmas 
 

As the Advent and Christmas seasons approach this year, there appears to be a shadow cast over 
everyone's mood by the economic crisis in our nation and the world during the last several months.  The 
shadow consists of uncertainty, debt loads and tight credit, unstable financial markets, over-expenditures and 
over-extensions.  Despite an economic stimulus package (remember that 6 months ago) and funds to bail out 
over-extended and poor credit moves by financial and corporate groups, the shadow still exists, and it ap-
pears to be effecting how people spend money.  High gas prices forced everyone to rethink what they would 
spend money on, and those costs got passed on to consumers in the cost of products and services.  Once 
people adjusted to that increased cost, amazingly, gas prices started to fall, although the cost of goods and 
services remained the same.  In fact, the latest fear is that, although cost of gas has fallen, people will still not 
be spending freely like they did the last several years at Christmas time, and that could result in further unem-
ployment and more bad economic news.  I am no economist, but I think we all need to determine how we got 
to this point in our nation, and what habits and practices need to change in order to recover and move forward 
with stability.  A free spending economy certainly has resulted in a roller coaster ride of emotion for everyone.  
Perhaps that's why they came up with the words recession and depression when it comes to describing eco-
nomic mood and its impact on the whole of the population. 

So what's a person to do?  Well, we could watch how the culture is responding through the media and 
see how many sales and purchases they will stimulate through the accumulation of more fluff and stuff this 
Christmas season, and hope it makes a change for next year.  We could listen to the call of Macy's and Be-
lieve…, as their latest commercial with celebrities’ appeals to everyone to write a wish to Santa.  Will Santa 
come to the rescue?  Will a Miracle occur on 34th Street or Wall Street?   

What is your mood approaching this Christmas Season? How are you going to celebrate, and what 
gifts are you giving this Christmas?  Well perhaps we need to return our focus towards the Hope that the birth 
of Christ brings to the world.  As I have told so many people throughout the course of my ministry, when a 
shadow comes upon our lives, we need to look to the Light.  No shadow can exist without the presence of 
light, and so we need to look beyond the shadow, and move towards the light, and the darkness of the 
shadow will lessen.  I believe… that the current situation calls the Church of Jesus Christ to do more!  Indeed 
we will be called to do more when people have less, because the church does help in times of need.  Yet, I 
believe we are called to proclaim the Good News more this Advent and Christmas Season.  What if we en-
couraged people to refocus their minds and hearts on the truth revealed in the message of Advent when we 
"wait for the emergence of hope, peace, love, and joy?” What if we invite people to embrace the gift of Christ 
this up-coming season and return to a life of simplicity?  That's what we are offering at Wallace during this 
Special Season of Advent and Christmas! 

We cannot wait until Christmas Eve to share and celebrate the Good News that has come into the 
world with the Incarnation of Jesus at His birth.  This Special Season begins on Sunday, November 30th with 
the First Sunday of Advent when we light the Candle of Hope.  I encourage you to be in attendance through-
out the Advent and Christmas Season this year as an expression of your focus for this year's celebrations and 
a witness to our families, friends, and neighbors.  Return to the simple message God made known at Christ-
mas, "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through Him." (John 3: 16, 17)  Consider giving the gift of spiritual presence more than a physical 
present this year.  What if people concentrated on giving gifts of presence this season rather than a quantity 
of gifts under a tree?  Consider playing a board game with family members, building a puzzle together, watch-
ing a Christmas movie or program as a whole family, or baking cookies and goodies with one another.  Let's 
use the entire Season of Advent (November 30th) through the 12 days of Christmas (January 5th) to fully cele-
brate this Special Season.   

Throughout this issue of the Tower Light there are announcements about opportunities and ways to 
celebrate the Good News this up-coming Advent and Christmas Season.  We will be providing flyers and ex-
tra copies of the Tower Llight for you to extend an invitation to others to join in focusing on the Way to cele-
brate the Truth and live a New Life in Jesus this Christmas.  Extra effort will be taken to make this a season to 
celebrate the Good News and proclaim it to the community where we are stationed as an outpost for the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ.  Embrace the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love offered this Special Season. 

 
Peace, Pastor Dennis Molnar 

 



 

Advent  &  Christmas  Season  Worship 
2008 

 

November 30th                First Sunday of Advent, "The Circle of Life" 
Sacrament of Communion @ 8:30 a.m. Service  
Dedication of the New Advent Wreath 
Lighting of the Advent Candle of Hope 
First Lesson                    "A Word of Hope" 
A Storytime                    "The Unwrapping of the Christmas Creche" 
Scripture Lesson             John 1: 1-4, 10-14 
Sermon                            "The Advent of Salvation" 

             Women's Chorus            "For Unto Us" 
             Men's Chorus                 "Have You Heard” 
 
December 7th                  Second Sunday of Advent, "The Circle of People" 

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper @ 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services 

Lighting of the Advent Candles of Hope and Peace 
Chancel Choir & Orchestra         "Emmanuel - God With Us" 

Scripture Narration         Prophecy           Isaiah 11: 1-4a, 6 / Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7; 7:14 
             Scripture Lesson             Luke 1: 5-25 
             Sermon                            "Expecting the Unexpected" 
 
December 14th                Third Sunday of Advent, "The Circle of Salvation" 
             Sacrament of the Lord's Supper @ 8:30 a.m. Service 

Lighting of the Advent Candles of Hope, Peace, and Love 
Chancel Choir & Orchestra         "Emmanuel - God With Us" 
Scripture Narration         Matthew 1: 18-21; Luke 1: 35-38a 

                                                      Matthew 2: 3-7 
Scripture Lesson             Romans 8: 18-30 

             Sermon                            "The Freedom of Hope"               
 
December 21st                Fourth Sunday of Advent, "The Circle of Light Points" 

Lighting of the Advent Candles of Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy 
Chancel Choir & Orchestra         "Emmanuel - God With Us" 
Scripture Narration         Luke 2: 8-14, 15-20 

             Scripture Lesson             Luke 2: 25-35     
             Sermon                            "A Light of Revelation"  
 
December 24th                Christmas Eve Services 

             Family Candlelight Service @ 6:00 p.m. 

             A Nativity Story 
             The Lighting of the Advent Candles and the Christ Candle 
             Scripture Lesson             Luke 2: 8-14 
             Sermon                            "The Messengers of God"            
 

Musical Candlelight Service @ 10:00 p.m. 

             Lighting of the Advent Candles & the Christ Candle 
             Chancel Choir & Orchestra         "Emmanuel - God With Us" 
             Scripture Narration         Matthew 2: 1-11 
                                                      John 1: 1-5, 14 
             Scripture Lesson             Luke 2: 8-14 
             Sermon               "The Messengers of God" 
               

 
 WORSHIP continued next page... 



December 28th              First Sunday of Christmas (Note Service Time Change) 

             9:00 a.m.          Special Program in Fellowship Hall 

                                       "The Christmas Story 2008" 

             A Special look at the Annunciation and Nativity through the Picture Lens of 2008, 
             presented through the pilgrimage photos of Wil Forrest, our Youth Director 
             10:00 a.m.        Worship Service 

Scripture Lesson             John 1 
Sermon              "The Other Christmas Story"       

 
January 4th                   Epiphany Sunday, "The Circle of Wisdom" 

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper @ 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services 

             Scripture Reading           Matthew 2: 1-12 
Scripture Lesson             Ephesians 3: 14-21 
First Lesson                    "Kneeling Before the Lord" 

Sermon                           "Bearing the Gifts of Hope" 

WALLACE  MEMORIAL  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

EMMANUEL - GOD  WITH  US 
 
Each worship service in December will have a special glow as we anticipate and 
celebrate the birth of Christ.  On Sundays, December 7, 14 and 21, at 11:00 a.m. 
and Christmas Eve at 10:00 p.m., The Chancel Choir and Orchestra will present 
portions of the musical worship collection “Emmanuel - God With Us!”  The sea-
son will be filled with extraordinary expressions of HOPE, PEACE, LOVE and 
JOY.   

CPR/Defibrillator Training Session 
 
The Deacons will sponsor a CPR/Defibrillator training session on Sunday, January 11, 2009, at 12:30 p.m.  If you are 
interested in being certified or renewing your certification, please fill out the slip below and return it to the Church Office.  
Details will follow in Sunday bulletins.  Call Jan Sterling for further information {412-341-0539}.  
Return this to the Church Office:  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
____________________________ is interested in taking the CPR training session on January 11. 

The Christmas Joy Offering 
 
Each Advent and Christmas Season the Wallace Memorial Presbyterian Church receives offerings to the Christmas Joy 
Offering.  The receipts from the Offering are sent to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and distributed to the Board of 
Pensions' Financial Assistance Program and to support Presbyterian Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges.  Portions of 
the offering go to help retired church workers and their surviving spouses through income supplements and housing sup-
plements, along with assistance with emergency dental and medical expenses not covered by insurance.  Funds also go 
to provide scholarship to students and basic operating costs for 7 institutions that focus on education of Native American, 
Hispanic, Alaskan Native American, and others for preparation for a variety of careers including Christian education and 
ministry professions.  We will receive the offering through the month of December using the designated offering enve-
lopes found in your offering box or the worship bulletins. 



Christian Education/Spiritual Formation 
 

Gentlemen, I have the stellar gift for you to present to your wife this Christmas:  give her the gift of time and inten-
tion to your relationship.  6 Great Dates will run January through June.  The concept is simple: 1) one Thursday a month 
Jan-April come to Wallace and join with other couples 2) watch a short video on the topic for the night 3) leave your kids 
at church and go on a DOUBLE DATE 4) don’t forget to return to pick up the kids!  The date can be for dinner or coffee 
and there will be discount coupons for several restaurants in the area. The four of you discuss the topic for the evening 
with some starter questions provided.  It is sharing how you, as a couple, have handled some hurdles that all couples 
face. There is a simple, on-line evaluation due after each date. You will be paired with the same couple for each date so 
that deep bonding can occur.  Each couple will receive a copy of the book Ten Great Dates and each couple who does 
each of the dates will receive an Entertainment Book. The final date will be a celebration here at Wallace.  I am so cer-
tain that your wife will be touched by this gift that if you contact me (Ellen: 412.561.2431 Tuesdays or Wednesdays; 
home 412.269.1854; eheriger@wallacememorial.org) I will provide you with an actual GIFT for under your tree.  If 
your wife is not thrilled, you will be under no obligation.  More information is available from me or couples are invited to 
an informational meeting Thursday, January 8 at 7 PM.  This is an offering from TWOgether Pittsburgh.  You are wel-
come to recruit your co-couple and sign up together. 

  
Chickens! That’s what our Gathered Together children (grades 3-4-5-6) chose to do with their Sunday School 

offerings.  Monies from all the children/youth offerings will buy chickens through Heifer International to help families in 
the third world.  Keep alert for more information. 

 
Pilgrimages have three distinct components 1) the call 2) the experience and 3) the sharing with the larger com-

munity on the return. Wil Forrest, our new Youth Director, was in the Holy Lands last spring and will share the Annuncia-
tion and the Nativity through photos and words with all on Sunday, December 28, at 9:00 AM in the Chapel.  Then, Wil 
will preach “The Other Christmas Story” on John 1 during the 10:00 worship.  This day there will only be one worship 
(10:00) and no regular Sunday School.  Join Wil to learn some of what God revealed to him during his pilgrimage.  

 
Once again the Pre-K, Kindergarten, First and Second Grade Sunday School classes will have a Birthday Party 

for Jesus on December 21 during Sunday School.  Each child is asked to bring a gift (for a child 3 -10 years)  Please 
wrap it in BIRTHDAY paper and include a note indicating for boy or girl, the age best suited for and the name of the item.  
These gifts will be used throughout the year at Sojourner House (a drug treatment house for mothers and their children). 

 
R & R Book Club should be December 8, 7-8:15 PM.  As I write this I do not know which book will be selected 

to read—check upcoming bulletins or call me. 
 

             Advent is a time to open your heart, making room to receive the Christ-child. During the Round Table adult 
class on Sunday mornings in Fellowship Hall, we will come to Advent via repentance, holiness and love.  Please join 
Ellen for this study. 

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary 
 
Following Christmas tradition at Wallace, our Sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias this Christmas Season.  This 
year the poinsettias will be available in red, white, pink and marble colors.  If you would like to help defray the cost of 
these poinsettias, you may either make a donation or purchase a plant for $6.50.  If you are buying a plant to take home, 
it can be removed from the Sanctuary following the 10:00 p.m. candlelight worship service on Christmas Eve.  All enve-
lopes and checks {payable to Wallace Memorial Church} should be clearly marked for “Poinsettias.”  Please place the 
accompanying form with your payment in the offering plate on a Sunday morning, or mail it directly to the Church Office 
by December 10, 2008. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Poinsettias 
 

I/We would like to donate the following poinsettias: 
_____ red _____ white _____ pink _____ marble 
 
I/We would like to purchase the following poinsettias: 
_____ red _____ white _____ pink _____ marble 
 
Name__________________________________ Amount Enclosed___________ 



The Wallace Youth Group is Anticipating Something Great! 
 

Our November focus was on helping and mission.  We started off the month by watching a movie to-
gether and talking about helping others, but most of our month was spent putting our faith in action!  
We raked leaves for others, helped with the hanging of the greens, and hosted Wallace members at 
the annual Thanksgiving dinner.  In December we will reflect the Advent theme in our focus of antici-
pating something great.  We will discuss, we will play, we will serve, we will sing, we will create, we 
will watch, we will eat and we will anticipate what is coming next.  Our revised schedule is . . . 
 
           Sunday, December 07          2:00 - 4:00 p.m.     Rock music and our faith lives 
                                                                                       {and play guitar hero} 
           Sunday, December 14          4:00 - 7:00 p.m.     Seasonal event: Caroling, then 
                                                                                       hot chocolate at Panera 
           Sunday, December 21        12:00 - 5:00 p.m.     Christmas party: watch holiday 
                                                                                       movies, watch Steelers, play 
                                                                                       games, and make crafts 
           Sunday, December 28        No Youth Group      Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 
Coming in 2009:  new beginnings, lock-in over-night, leadership, Souper Bowl, renovating the Youth 
Zone, local mission work, game night, camping trip, spending time with other local youths, helping 
with worship, sporting event, and some topics to include technology, Lent, Bible 101, and much 
more!  We have something for everyone . . . come join us! 
 
All events begin in the Youth Zone space in WMPC unless otherwise noted. 
 
For more info and updates, visit http://www.wallacememorial.org/youth.aspx on Facebook at 
WMPY - Wallace Memorial Presbyterian Youth 

Christmas  Citrus  Sale 
 

It's time to order your Seasonal Supply of Citrus and support Young Life and the Youth Group. 
Cost is again $20 for a 20-pound box of Grapefruit, Oranges, or a Mixed Box. 

Orders need to be in the church office by Wednesday, December 3rd. 
Delivery will be the weekend of December 6th. 

Fill out the form or call the church office to place your order. 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Christmas Citrus 

 
             Ruby Red Grapefruit               Boxes @ $20                  Name__________________________________ 

 

             Navel Oranges                           Boxes @ $20                  Address________________________________ 

 

             Mixed Box                                 Boxes @ $20                  _______________________________________ 

 

                 ______Total Boxes @ $20 =                ____                 Phone____________________________ 

              

              

                                                                                                        Please Deliver                I Will Pick Up                



Television  Show "The  
Circle  of  Hope" 

 

As part of the 250th Anniver-
sary of Pittsburgh, the televi-
sion production of The Circle 
of Hope will be broadcast on 
WTAE, Channel 4, on 
Thanksgiving Day at 12:30 p.
m. 
 
The Circle of Hope tells the 
story of the birth of the Pres-
byterian Church in Western 
Pennsylvania.  As a result of 
the traveling preacher, The 
Reverend John McMillan, 
many people were brought 
into the life of the church and 
congregations were estab-
lished throughout the Western 
Pennsylvania Region.  The 
scene is set in the period 
times, although the story has 
meaning for our lives today, 
as we reflect on the meaning 
of hope for our generation of 
the church.   
 
Try to tune in as part of your 
Thanksgiving Day activities, 
and watch for a second broad-
cast to follow at a time and 
day yet to be determined by 
the station. 

Molnar  Family   
Open  House 

Sunday,  December  14th 
 

The Molnar Family invites 
you to share in the joy of be-
ing together this Special Ad-
vent & Christmas Season for 
an afternoon and evening of 
activities at the Manse.   
 
Beginning at 2:00 p.m. and 
going ‘til the last visitor goes 
into the night, the Molnar 
Family hopes you will stop in 
and share in the offerings of 
hospitality.  There will be 
warm soup, kielbasa and hot-
dogs with sauerkraut, cookies, 
treats, and an array of bever-
ages to partake of while you 
delight in the atmosphere of 
the Molnar Home.   
 
There will be a Christmas 
puzzle to build, a warm fire 
burning in the fireplace, crafts 
for children, conversation to 
share, a Steeler Game to 
monitor in the afternoon, and 
plenty of smiles and stories to 
enjoy.  

 
 Hope to see you during the 

day! 

Pancake Breakfast 
Food Pantry Donation 

 
As a result of the combined 
efforts of the Green Tree Ro-
tary and members of the Wal-
lace Congregation, a total of 
$501.95 was raised for the 
mission of the Wallace Food 
Pantry. The Rotary also will 
use another $501.95 to pro-
vide support to other Green 
Tree community organiza-
tions.   
 
The Green Tree Rotary also 
collected food items from 
residents of the Green Tree 
area on November 8th and de-
livered them to the Food Pan-
try.   
 
A special thanks to Bill Gery, 
Ron Bruscemi, and all the 
kitchen workers from Wal-
lace, along with the members 
of the Green Tree Rotary for 
making this effort a worthy 
endeavor!   
 

See you next year! 



Hospitality  Team 
 

Recently, I invited a number of people to be a part 
of a “Hospitality Team” to assist with various 
church events that are not assigned to a commit-
tee.  Generally, help is needed in three areas: 
 
           1)   set-up 
           2)   receiving/serving food 
           3)   clean-up 
 
Obviously the more on the team,  the less work for 
each person!  And you can help where you’re 
comfortable. 
 
If you’d like to be a part of the “Hospitality Team,” 
let me know in person, by phone, or by a note or 
E-mail. 
 
It’s always more fun working together for the com-
mon good...really! 
 
Joan Humphrey 
 
412-921-8254 
jhce94@verizon.net 

Support  the  Wallace  Food  Pantry 
 

One of our most important missions is the Food 
Pantry, which provides nourishment to less fortu-
nate members of our community.  This year, our 
long tradition of supporting our Food Pantry at 
Christmas time will continue.  We ask Wallace 
members and friends to consider making a finan-
cial contribution to the Food Pantry this month in 
lieu of sending Christmas cards to each other.  In 
exchange for your gift to the pantry, your name 
will be printed on an insert in our Christmas Eve 
bulletins, extending holiday greetings to your fel-
low Wallace members and friends.  Our Food 
Pantry serves hundreds of people year-round, and 
your gift will help to continue this service by keep-
ing this important ministry financially sound.  You 
may send a check payable to Wallace Memorial 
Presbyterian Church to the Church Office, or 
place it in the offering plate on a Sunday morning.  
In either case, be certain to designate your gift for 
the “Christmas Card Fund.”  Also, please place 
your name, amount, and designation on your en-
velope.  Thank you! 

“Come in Out of the Cold  
Neighborhood Sweater Drive 2008” 

 

Presbyterian Media Mission {PMM} is offering the 
opportunity through support by a handful of gov-
erning bodies to use the Advent Season from right 
after Thanksgiving to Christmas as a season of 
invitation and hospitality to be more intentional for 
including the community served by congregations 
in worshiping God and serving others.  A new mis-
sion emphasis that can help with visibility and the 
ability to reach out is in combining our efforts to 
serve those in need of warm clothing this Winter.  
“Come in Out of the Cold” by joining in a 
“Neighborhood Sweater Drive” brings gently cared 
for sweaters/clothing to those in need of warmth 
this Winter.  Each neighborhood Presbyterian 
Church during Advent has the opportunity to be a 
place for collecting and then to distribute the 
sweaters to those people right in their own com-
munity who can appreciate a sweater for the Win-
ter.  The “Come in Out of the Cold / Neighborhood 
Sweater Drive” will be connected with The Chil-
dren’s Museum of Pittsburgh, the United Way, and 
your neighborhood Presbyterian Church in helping 
to serve the community.  We are helping folks to 
connect with their neighborhood!  Collection bins 
are located in the coat area in the hallway nearest 
the Transept. 

Angel  Tree  Project 
 

The Board of Deacons is sponsoring the annual 
“Angel Tree Project.”  The Angel Tree is dis-
played in the Transept area.  Members can 
choose their “Angel” to purchase gifts for either a 
child from a list of names given to us by the Alle-
gheny County Children and Youth Services, or 
for a Marian Manor resident.  The names will be 
provided with possible gift suggestions.  A limit of 
$25 is suggested to purchase these gifts.  Some 
of these children may possibly not receive any 
other gifts.  Gifts for CYS are not to be wrapped.  
Marian Manor gifts should be wrapped and 
placed in the Transept with proper identification 
of its recipient.  The deadline for bringing gifts to 
be distributed is December 07, 2008. 

HELP OUT 
WHERE 

YOU CAN!! 



Dear Friends, 
 
I have to write to you and send this to Marilyn by November 15th, so I guess I’ll see you at 
the Town Meeting on November 23rd.   I’m looking forward to seeing what those Elders 
have to say.   
 
Granddad said there will be a turkey Thanksgiving Dinner, with the men cooking the tur-
keys in several different ways, and the congregation bringing the side dishes.  He said it 
would be on November 23rd after you decorate the church for Christmas.  I’ll be there for 
some turkey, I really like it; and there is to be a special Thanksgiving program after dinner.  
There is so much to be thankful for.  I guess I’ll see you then. 
 
I hope you had a Happy Thanksgiving.  We’re having Granddad over to our house to have 
dinner with us.  I know we’ll have fun. 
 
This “Circle of Hope” Breakfast on November 30, 2008 that Ellen has planned for us, I’ll be 
at that too.  What a great way to get ready for Advent.  I hear we get to make a candle to 
take home for the Advent Season.  By the time you get this we’ll have our candle and be 
using it. 
 
There are all the Christmas programs coming up in December.  I’ll be at the Christmas 
Dinner and Music Program on the 21st.  Will you be there?  I wonder what we’ll have  for 
dinner. 
 
Which Christmas Eve Service will you go to?  I think we’re going to go to the 6:00 p.m. 
one.  I have to get home and get to bed. 
 
I hear Tom Davis has some really special music planned for the Advent and Christmas 
Season.  I really like the Christmas Music.  That should be good. 
 
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
I’ll see you folks soon. 
 
Love,   
           Wally, lll 

HERE’S  WAL.LY! 



CLERK’S  REPORT  OF  NOVEMBER  17,  2008  SESSION MEETING 
 
             * Commissioner Nadine Eichenmiller and Alternate Commissioner Ann Baldrige  to attend the Pittsburgh Presby     
               -tery Meeting at Parkwood Presbyterian Church on Thursday, December 4, 2008 at 1:00 p.m. 
             * There are six couples registered for the Marriage Enrichment Class scheduled for Friday and Saturday,  
                December 5 - 6, 2008 for TWOgether Pittsburgh, led by Ellen Heriger.    
             * The Youth will meet on Sunday, December 07, 2008 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. - Rock music and our faith lives/play 
                guitar hero. 
             * The High Nooners’ Christmas Lunch @ The Grand Concourse is Wednesday, December 10, 2008.   
               The entertainment will be by Mr. & Mrs. Banjo. 
             * The Youth will go caroling @ a local nursing home on Sunday, December 14, 2008. 
             * A Birthday Party for Jesus will be held with the children of grades pre-K through 2nd grade during the Sunday 
                School hour on December 21, 2008. 
             * The Youth will meet on Sunday, December 21, 2008 from Noon - 5:00 p.m. - Christmas movies, discussion 
                and cooking/crafts. 
             * The Christian Fellowship Committee is working on the Wallace Christmas Party that will be held on Sunday, 
                December 21, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Details will appear in the bulletin. 
             * The “Wallace presents...” Committee is working on the Annual Christmas Music Program to be held following 
                the Dinner that the Christian Fellowship Committee is working on for Sunday, December 21, 2008.  Many of 
                the participants will be Wallace members. 
             * $4,000.00 was approved to come from the James Harris Memorial Fund to provide music and orchestra  
                instrumentation for a Special Season of Progressive Advent and Christmas Season Music (3 Sundays and 
                Christmas Eve) in 2008 as a tribute to Jim Harris. 
             * The Proposed Amendments to the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and Proposed Ecumenical 
                Statements that were approved by the 218th General Assembly (2008), and Recommended to the Presbyteries   
                for their affirmative or negative vote, have been sent to the local churches for us to review prior to the vote at 
                Presbytery in early 2009.  
             * The pictorial directory will be ready in January, 2009. 
             * The Church Growth Committee and the Men’s Morning Study Group provided coffee on Election Day for the 
                voters.  Donations for the Wallace Food Pantry were accepted, and a total of $80.00 was collected. 
             * The Mission Committee gave $100.00 to Sojourner House for the Children’s Christmas Project. 
             * The sale of hoagies by the Nursery School was successful in raising about $1,300.00.  Approximately 500  
                hoagies were sold.  The money will be used to pay for a Winter all-school program and new equipment for the 
                bike room. 
             * The Personnel Committee has made current revisions to the Personnel Policies and Organizational Guidelines 
                for Wallace Memorial Presbyterian Church, and it was approved by the Session. 
             * The new Advent Wreath was given in memory of Jessie Croft and others. 
             * The Personnel Committee approved the 2-week educational leave of Ellen Heriger for the period of February 
                22 - March 09, 2009 in order to take a pilgrimage to the Holy Lands.  This is the final piece to the Spiritual For
                -mation Certification that she has been working on for the past five years.  Her Continuing Education Allow- 
                ance for this fiscal year was approved and will be applied mostly to the course-work portion of the trip. 
             * Regarding the Lounge: a new larger refrigerator was purchased; Chuck Addis is painting the door to the Court
                yard and the window sills and frames; and Bernadette Gardy is washing/repairing or replacing the sheers. 
             * Cracked or damaged slate and several copper valleys on roofs over the Sanctuary, Chapel and Manse have 
                been repaired and/or replaced. 
             * Sealing and leveling of the Sanctuary’s front steps continues - thanks to Ron and his team for their tireless ef
                -forts to finish this project prior to the Winter’s snow and sleet. 
             * The Children’s Sunday School offerings will go to support Heifer International, an organization whose efforts 
                provide more than 29 different kinds of food and income producing animals to greater than 125 countries on 4 
                continents. The children unanimously decided to support this mission with the purchase of chickens, and for 
                every $20.00 from their offerings, a flock of 10-40 chickens can be purchased.  

 
Ann Baldrige,   

Clerk of Session 



Financial Update 
 

It takes about $1,000 a day to operate the ministry and mission of The Wallace Memorial Presbyterian Church! 
 

As of the end of October 2008, the congregation was running about $10,000 behind in offerings to meet the expenses of 
operation.  Given the difficult economic picture unfolding in our nation and the world, it is hard to determine what our 
financial picture as a congregation will be in the upcoming year of 2009.  We anticipate that the church will be asked to 
do more when people in our surrounding community will have less resources.   
 
It is a call to simplify and prioritize in our own households as well as in "the house of the Lord."  The Building and Fi-
nancial Operations Committee is monitoring the financial picture of the congregation and will be making recommenda-
tions to the Session in January once we close out the books for the current year and the 6 month point of the fiscal year. 
 
We hope you will consider this situation as you determine your support for the upcoming year as well as your ability to 
make a special Christmas donation to the Wallace ministry and mission before the close of the books in the year of 2008.  
You can contact the office for further information or request a conversation with the pastor or member of the Building 
and Financial Operations Committee for more details.   
 
 

Financial  Up-Date 
 
                                                                               Budget                           Actual 
                                                                               07/01 - 10/31/08             07/01 - 10/31/08 
 
             Pledges and Offerings                                 95,722                            95,722 
             Bequest                                                               0                               5,000 
             Other Receipts                                             13,567                            12,348 
             Expenditures                                             {136,519}                        {123,328} 
             Surplus {Deficit}                                           {27,230}                          {10,258} 
 
          The actual amount of Pledges and Offerings are being also reflected as the Budgeted amount until the  
          Discipleship Campaign is completed. 

 

 

Discipleship  Resource  Update 
 

It takes about $1,000 a day to operate the ministry and mission of The Wallace Memorial Presbyterian Church! 
 
Have you recently considered what you give daily from your financial resources to support this need for daily operations 
at Wallace?  Break down your current giving rate to see what portion of this daily requirement you are helping to provide 
for the day to day ongoing programming, facility use, staff support, and mission projects of our congregation?  Balance 
those gifts with your daily investments in other items in the operations of your household.  What does it tell you about 
the current stewardship of the gifts you have been given?  What adjustments will you need to make in your day to day 
budgeting and expenses for 2009?  What will you be offering unto the operations of "the Lord's House" next year? 
 
By now everyone should have received or soon will receive a Discipleship Toolbox to use during the upcoming months 
to increase your discipleship participation in the life of the Wallace congregation.  Included in the toolbox were your Of-
fering Envelopes and a Discipleship Commitment Sheet to indicate your pledge of support for the ongoing ministry and 
mission of the congregation.  Although we will be dedicating these commitments during the worship service on Sunday, 
November 30th during the morning worship services, we will be receiving the sheets throughout the month of December.  
If you have not returned the sheet, (even if you make no pledge of support), you will receive a phone call some time dur-
ing the month to encourage your return of the sheet.  The Session will be using that information to determine what we 
can do or will not do during the upcoming year.  We are currently running about $10,000 behind budgeted expenses, so 
it is imperative that we hear back from the entire membership!  Your response will help shape the future efforts of our 
congregation to fulfill our calling as disciples of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
 



In Memoria 
 

J. Douglas Preffer 
November 20, 2008 

 
Memorial gifts have been given in loving memory of the following: 

 
William E. Brown 

Donald W. Collman 
Wilma A. Kostors 

Memorial Flowers 
 
The 2009 schedule for the flowers that decorate the Sanctuary each Sunday is presently being set up.  As noted in the 
bulletin each week, the flowers are given in memory of loved ones, or to honor a special occasion.  Thus, the congrega-
tion shares with you your special memories, and the Sanctuary is suitably decorated for worship.  In 2009, we will con-
tinue to receive our flowers from Parkway Florist, Inc.  The price for two bouquets of fresh flowers will remain at $40.00.  
Following the 11:00 a.m. worship service, you may retrieve the flowers, which will have been removed to the Cold Room 
downstairs.  Your memorial will appear in the bulletin.  Please indicate the exact Sunday/s you prefer in 2009 on the ac-
companying form {as well as a second date of choice}, and return the form to the Church Office.  Please enclose a check 
payable to Wallace Memorial Church with your form.  The Sundays are assigned on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Memorial Flowers 
 
Name___________________________________________________________ 
 
Memory of_______________________________________________________ 
 
Honor of_________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Sunday in 2009:              {1st Choice}        _______________________________ 
                                                     
                                                    {2nd Choice}       _______________________________ 

2           Joseph Caruso, III 
             Robert Rush 
3           Keith Rieger 
             Ruth Schultz 
5           Roy Humphrey 
             John Kerr 
7           Carrie Fisher 
             Charles Foster 
             Melissa Michaels 
             Ted Schroeder, Jr. 
             William Slater, III 

8           Virginia Geiger 
9           Julie Giardina 
10         June Rush 
             Paul Seipp 
             Heather Sarver 
11         Norma Heselbarth 
12         Kelly Rodavich 
             Matthew Sterling 
             Donn Wilke 
13         Doris Batelli 
             Judith Corbett 
             Robert Frame 

15         Timothy Kellner 
             Janet Sterling 
16         Lucy Kottner 
17         Emily Lowry 
19         Howard Dunn 
20         Kathryn Paras 
             Michael Paras 
             Scott Schultz 
22         Nadine Eichenmiller 
             Don Eisenbeis 
             Georgia Repack 

23         Heidi Huck 
             Maureen Keefer 
24         LaVerne Arnold 
             Lorie Oleksak 
26         Jane Rodavich 
28         Melissa Addis 
             Betty McCartney 
29         Louise Harper 
             Shari Bittel 
             Richard Swadley 
30         Amelia Wren 
31         Thurston Laurin 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS    DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS    DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS    DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS    ----    Best Wishes    Best Wishes    Best Wishes    Best Wishes    


